212             Hoiv to know the Indian Waders.

I kept several specimens on the tank in the Indian
Museum compound, so had considerable opportunities of
observing them. I found they were very sedentary in
their habits and also resented each other's trespass on
their chosen spot; an intruder was attacked with both
beak and wings, both of the latter striking at once. The
small males seemed to stand in much awe of the females,
and with considerable reason ; it would be interesting to
know which sex sits on the eggs. They sometimes swam,
sitting on the water even more lightly than a gull; but un-
like most gulls they can dive, using their wings under
water, not their feet. They seemed to feed mostly on small
snails, which they procured by turning over the leaves, but
I found that in closer captivity they would eat the diet I
recommend above for the other species, and I succeeded in
sending nine to the London Zoo, the first received there. ,